
Could you ever imagine going through something like Job did? A perfect 
life turned to dust? Tanya Van Zyl went through a Job-Season and this is 

her testimony.
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Health and healing
It’s the second issue!!! How exciting!

So the month of July is Mental Illness 

awareness month. In this issue we are 

raising points on health and healing 

using the blood of Jesus and by using 

the name of Jesus. 

MK Strydom wrote in her book Healing 

begins with Sanctification of the heart 

that “ God’s perfect will is actually not 

healing, His perfect will is that you 

don’t get sick.” Unfortunately we live 

in a world where the enemy tries to get 

us around every corner. Fortunately 

for us we have God’s Word that is full 

of promises that He will reward and 

protect the righteous.

Also July is the 7th month of the year 

and 7 is God’s number.

7 Represents 

The Foundation of God’s Word

Completeness and Perfection

Mark 8:6 “So Jesus told all the people 

to sit down on the ground. Then he 

took the seven loafs, thanked God 

for them, and broke them into pieces. 

He gave them to his disciples, who 

distributed it to the crowd”

My prayer for you is that July will be 

a month that God’s completeness and 

perfection will step into your life and 

every difficult situation. May God take 

your seven “loafs” and multiply it 70x7.

I leave you with Isaiah 43:19

“For I am about to do something new. 

See I have already begun! Do you not 

see it? I will make a pathway through 

the wilderness.  I will create rivers in 

the dry wasteland”

I can’t wait to hear what God’s about 

to do in each one’s life that’s reading 

this.

Lots of Jesus love

Renè

FROM THE CO-EDITOR



You said...
Pearl Drop Moments, thank you for all the inspirational 

stories. Thanks for knowing my heart, even if you do not 

know me that well. It is all I needed today.

Thank you for always assisting in everything. I would 

have never had the courage to do any of this without 

the constant support from everyone. Thanks for giving 

us hope and for always sharing our story. 

You are amazing!!!

OUR TOP 5
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Word Study
a primitive root; to attend as a menial or worshipper; figurative to contribute to :- minister 
(unto), (do) serve (-ant, -ice, -itor), wait on

12 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear [and worship] 
the Lord your God [with awe-filled reverence and profound respect], to walk [that is, to live 
each and every day] in all His ways and to love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul [your choices, your thoughts, your whole being], 13 and to 
keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I am commanding you today 
for your good? [ Deuteronomy 10:12-13 Amplified Bible ] 

Serve

CHRISTIAN WOMEN PREACHERS

CHRISTINE CAINE

LEA RANNELLS-DINONNO

LISA BEVERE

PRISCILLA SHIRER

HEATHER LINDSEY

I S S U E 2LET’ S  CH AT
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Your name
Have you ever stopped to think about the meaning and importance 
in your name? Have you ever wondered WHY your parents decided 
to give you that name?

LI F ES T Y LE
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The meaning of my name is advisor or counsellor, I can truly say that 
I can see that meaning taking shape in my life. Not that I’m someone 
who gives a lot of advice but, rather someone who always has listen to 
others. People love talking to me for some reason. 

“And the man gave names to all the livestock, and to the birds of the 
air, and to every animal of the field; but for Adam there was not found 
a helper [that was] suitable (a companion) for him.” – Genesis 2:20

If you go back to the Garden to Adam, we will see in Genesis that God 
asked him to name all the animals. Adam was in charge of speaking 
a word (name/purpose) over each animal. Here we see that the first 
assignment given to Adam was giving names to all the livestock, clearly 
that shows the importance of names. Your name has a lot of value and 
is essentially a prophecy spoken over your life every time someone calls 
you. 

I will never ever EVER forget the video I saw about David Ring called 
White Chair Film from I Am Second. I cried so much while watching 
David’s video where he talked about his life with cerebral palsy and 
everything he went through as a child. People mocked him calling 
him names like he is stupid, and he kept saying; “but that was not my 
name.” Every time he said it, it felt like a knife through my heart. I mean 
how many times do we call people names? We don’t realize that when 
we call people names, we are prophesying over them.

“Out of the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. These 
things, my brothers, should not be this way [for we have a moral 
obligation to speak in a manner that reflects our fear of God and 
profound respect for His precepts].” – James 3:10 

Start listening to what you say about others and how you call them, 
you will be shocked to see how many times you prophesy something 
negative over someone.

 “In the beginning God (Elohim) created [by forming from nothing] 
the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and void or a 
waste and emptiness, and darkness was upon the face of the deep 
[primeval ocean that covered the unformed earth]. The Spirit of God 
was moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of the waters. 3 And 
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 God saw that the 
light was good (pleasing, useful) and He affirmed and sustained it; and 
God separated the light [distinguishing it] from the darkness. 5 And 
God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, one day.” – Genesis 1:1-5

The very first chapter of the Bible talks about how God spoke, and 
it came into being and then God named it. Again, it amplifies the 
importance of naming. If we look at John 1:1; “In the beginning [before 
all time] was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God Himself.” It’s just interesting that Jesus was called the 
WORD, so when God says something Jesus puts it in to action. How 
powerful is that? Jesus’ name gives life and authority, so when you pray 
or condemn something in the name of Jesus it will happen. A name has 
all of that power, can you believe it?

Interestingly enough, there are only 7 people in the Bible that God 
changed their names, did you know that? God changed their names 
for specific reasons, to state what their calling would be, like Abram 
was changed to Abraham meaning father of many nations (Genesis 
17:1 – 5). Simon Jesus changed to Peter meaning rock. (John 1:40-42)

I want to encourage you to go and look what your name means and 
do think about your life so far, can you relate to the meaning? Ask God 
to reveal to you why you are called by that name. - PDM

But now, this is what the Lord, your Creator 

says, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel,

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you [from 

captivity]; I have called you by name; you are 

Mine! [AMP]

Isaiah 43:1

#PearlDrop

I S S U E 2



mom blogger?
Are you a Christian

We are looking for mom bloggers to join 

our team of contributors, all you have to  

do is send us the link to your blog at 

submissions@pearldropmoments.co.za 

with the email subject as MOM BLOGGER.
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Jesus Week
16 - 22 July 2018

Join us as we dedicate an entire 

week to Jesus, you can join in on 

Facebook, Instagram or our website. 

#JesusWeekPDM
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“26 It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant, 27 and 
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your[willing 
and humble] slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many [paying the price to set them free from the penalty of 
sin].” - Matthew 20:26-28 [AMP]

Now, this is something I’ve been thinking about a lot, 

what does it mean to serve? To serve is to perform duties 

or services for (another person or an organization). I’ve put 

a very important part in bold, to do something (perform 

or give a service) to another person, someone else than 

yourself. One thing that our current world is struggling with 

is “me”, self-obsession or as we all know it; SELFIES. No one 

on earth is more important than me, why would I go out of 

my way to do something for someone else? It’s sad but true, 

we live in a society where people don’t care for other people, 

they only care for others when it can either reward them or 

make them look good.

Recently I was told a very shocking story, a lady was 

complaining about her job situation and unfortunately, we 

were made aware of what she is doing to her employer. She 

basically black mails him with guilt. The person telling us the 

story then said that she should pray for her boss which she 

replied to saying that why should she? He is a grown man 

and can take care of himself. So, the person asked her don’t 

you pray for the people you love? She said no, I only pray for  

myself. 

I really pray that she sees how absolutely fortunate she is 

to be in such an amazing working environment and starts 

getting compassion for the people around her. How often do 

we fall in this category where we only pray for ourselves or 

only our loved ones? We never or rarely pray for the people 

we aren’t close to or know that well. Imagine instead of 

complaining about a person pray for them to get a changed 

heart and for God to renew their minds, how different would 

that outcome be compared to us basically cursing that 

person out of frustration and anger.

I decided to learn how to serve others by starting small 

and at home. I listen to what other people are telling me, 

being present in the conversation and putting technology 

away so that the person has my undivided attention. Praying 

for someone that I can see something is wrong in their lives 

and I can’t approach them. Smiling to people and greeting 

people in job positions that others look down on. There are 

so many things to do that will help you learn about serving 

others. 

Going to charities and helping out, helping your colleague 

with their work or something that will make life easier for 

them. Opening a door for someone, taking care of someone, 

there are a lot of things you can do that counts as serving. 

When you do something for someone else it is serving.

I leave you with this verse, the golden rule to life:

“So then, in everything treat others the same way you 
want them to treat you, for this is [the essence of] the Law 
and the [writings of the] Prophets. – Matthew 7:12 (AMP) 

What does it mean to really serve others? Why is it one of the most difficult things to do? As soon as 
we are out of our comfort zone with helping people we tend to leave it completely.

ServeLearning to

LI F ES T Y LE
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ISSUE 1REAL LIFE Mienke
fundraiser

We are hosting a breakfast fundraiser for little Mienke. Come and enjoy a morning filled with the Gospel 
by Chantelle Dall from Maranatha Community Church, Mienke’s mom Verna sharing her testimony 
and seeing God move through Pickard Henn. We also have a wonderful brand called Timola that will be 
introducing a few of their 100% organic beauty products. 

We will also have a little market where you can buy beautiful products as well as buy the official Mienke 
products. There are a few prizes that you can win, and we will be hosting an auction to help raise more 
funds on the day.

If you want to get involved by either helping out or sponsoring something, please email us at 
moniquevr@pearldropmoments.co.za

We are looking for hostesses that can help sell and decorate tables, for more information please email us 
as well.

Cost: R200.00pp (includes breakfast) [R2000.00 for one entire table]
Date: 18 August 2018
Time: 09:00am – 12:00pm 
Place: Maranatha Community Church, Kempton Park 
(Veld Street & Dann Road, Glen Marais, Veld Street & Dann Road, 
Glen Marais, Kempton Park, 1619)



PAGE 11

My father's
testimony

DE VOT I ONA L -  G OD’ S  FORCE
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This would be my father’s testimony, but unfortunately, 

he’s not here today to write it himself. When I gave my life 

to Jesus Christ, my whole life changed, including my bad 

habits and naturally I also started praying for my loved ones. 

My father was a firm believer in; you believe in Jesus and 

He will automatically forgive all your sins, no matter if you 

continue doing them without repentance.

I did not agree with this because this is not what the bible 

teaches us. So I started talking to my dad about his sinful 

habits and that he should repent, but he did not want to 

hear it. I prayed every night to God, begging Him to open 

my dad’s eyes and to bring him to repentance before it’s too 

late. I will never forget what happened after the last time I 

spoke to my dad about God. As I was driving home, and I 

heard God saying to me that I’ve done enough and now He 

is going to step in.

Needless to say, I was so excited, and I told everyone. My 

mom and dad were divorced at the time and we spoke a lot 

about my dad and how we just wished he can turn to God. 

After a couple of months my dad was diagnosed with stage 

3 brain cancer, and after hearing the news, I immediately fell 

on my knees asking God; “what’s going on? I asked You to 

save my dad, not kill him?” After praying I opened my bible 

and received the following verse:

Isaiah 35:5 - Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

I went from sad to overflowing with joy! God is going 

to open my dad’s eyes, I was telling everyone. I believed 

that God was going to heal my dad, and this would be his 

testimony. Me, my sister (Natascha), her fiancé (Kyle) and 

my mom looked after my dad. We didn’t want to place him in 

some hospital or care centre where he would be on his own. 

Natascha, Kyle and myself moved in with my dad to take 

care of him. The first couple of months was OK. He could still 

walk, eat and do almost everything else on his own, but was 

complaining about feeling very dizzy when after walking a 

short distance.

He was also still talking perfectly fine. But after some time, 

it all started changing, he was getting worse. He got medicine 

and radiation treatment from the hospital, but it didn’t really 

help. It got to a point where we couldn’t understand what he 

was saying, he couldn’t walk without falling and he couldn’t 

eat on his own. I saw a very proud man, someone I looked up 

to for so many years – and I still do, become like a baby. He 

couldn’t take care of himself at all anymore.

Finally, we had to get caregivers, because we were all 

working, and then eventually we had to take him to a place 

where he could receive care and treatment 24/7. At this 

point we could see clearly that our father is not about to 

get healed, and so I asked God, will my dad get saved, will 

he be OK? I asked God to give one of us a dream as a sign, 

whether my dad will be saved or not, and what we should 

do to help him.

At this stage my dad was just a breathing body, he was like 

someone that’s in a coma, he did not respond to anything. 

On the day of his passing, the people from Hospice phoned 

me and told me they don’t think he’ll make another night. I 

informed both my sister and Kyle and we all went through to 

see my dad for one last time.

While we were there, Kyle told me that he had the 

strangest dream, 3 times in a row. Obviously I was very 

curious and eager to hear about his dream. He told me that 

he dreamt, we were all in my dad’s room, crying and we all 

left except Kyle. Suddenly, he saw this bright light and my 

dad was standing in front of him, and my dad told him, do 

not worry Kyle, I am OK.

Right there and then I knew, God did what I prayed for, He 

saved my dad’s soul. And today my dad is in heaven waiting 

for us.

We don’t always understand why God lets certain things 

happen or why some things happen as they do, we can only 

trust God that in His infinite wisdom, He knows best. To this 

day we still miss our dad dearly, he was such a great person, 

loving every second of life. We looked up to him in so many 

ways and we loved him so much, but I thank God for doing 

the impossible, saving my dad’s soul.

Our beloved dad passed away at the age of 52 at 03:00 on 

24 March 2012. - Chris van Rooyen

Chris van Rooyen from God’s Force shares a testimony that is very close to his heart, the testimony 
of his beloved father that past away from brain cancer in 2012.

I S S U E 2
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Actions
I love the book of Esther, there’s so much to learn from Esther not just her obedience but also a 
lot about our relationship with God and Jesus. The following devotional is from our upcoming Bible 
Study “Going Back to the Garden”.

Words and

I want to take you through a book in the Bible we all know 

very well, and that is the book of Esther. 

This will be a three-part mini-series which I think you will 

really enjoy! Let’s start at the beginning, Hadassah (which 

would later change to Esther to hide her identity as a Jew) 

was a orphan and her uncle Mordecai took her in and raised 

her. She grew up to be a beautiful, honourable young 

woman. The king of Shushan king Ahasuerus, decided to 

have a royal feast for all of Shushan for seven days after 

the 180 days of celebration with guests like princess and 

princesses. (Esther 1:1-9)

Take note: The seven days of the royal feast for ALL 

of Shushan is a lot like the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

(Revelation 19:6-9)

We all know the rest of the story where queen Vashti 

refused to come before the king and his guests, so she 

was exiled out of Shushan because she did not perform the 

commandment of the king Ahasuerus. Her royal position 

was to be given to a worthier queen. (Esther 1:15-22)

Take note: She didn’t follow the commandment of 

king Ahasuerus, a lot like how we don’t follow the ten 

commandments of God. Her royal position was to be given 

to a worthier queen (bride of Christ).

This is where we are going to stop for now, can you see 

how the book of Esther isn’t just a story of one woman 

that changed the fate of her people, but a story of how our 

relationship is with God? As we continue with our mini-series 

you will begin to see how the story of Esther will change the 

way you look at yourself and God. Vashti chose to disobey 

the commandment of the king and she had to pay for her 

actions. 

Think about what you do and say, how will that effect the 

people around you?

In Deuteronomy 10:12-22 we see that we should fear God, 

walk in God’s ways, love God, serve God whole-heartedly, 

keep God’s commandments. Are we following any of 

these? I want to encourage you to go and read the ten 

commandments again and ask the Holy Spirit to give you a 

deeper understanding. 

Vashti’s actions caused a huge ripple effect not just in her 

life but in the kingdom as well. There is a very important 

lesson we can learn from Vashti, the fact that she refused to 

come before the king shows me that she may have thought 

that she was above the law. Maybe she had a lot of authority 

and she misused it, she saw herself as equal to the king. 

How many times do we think we are above the law and even 

sometimes equal to God?

We want everything done our way and not God’s way. 

DE VOT I ONA L -  BELOV ED OF G OD
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12 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear [and worship] 

the Lord your God [with awe-filled reverence and profound respect], to walk [that is, to live 

each and every day] in all His ways and to love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul [your choices, your thoughts, your whole being], 13and to 

keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I am commanding you today 

for your good? 14 Behold, the heavens and the highest of heavens belong to the Lord your 

God, the earth and all that is in it. - Deuteronomy 10:12-14 [AMP]

I S S U E 2
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“You don’t have enough faith” Jesus told them 

“ I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as 

small as a mustard seed, you could say to 

this mountain ‘move from here to there and it 

would move’ nothing would be impossible” - 

Matthew 17:20

mountainBe a

mover!

DE VOT I ONA L -  G OD’ S  BROW N E Y ED GI R L
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Now we can think that God wants us to move the 

mountains, but that isn’t the type of mountain Jesus was 

referring to.  He was referring to our burdens, our fears, 

pain, illness, financial problems etc.

God wants us to only have a tiny speck of faith in Him. 

When we get to the point of surrender He can bring forth 

healing, financial blessings or even the partner we have 

been praying for!

Hebrews 11:6

 “And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone 

who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and 

that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.”

God is not looking at the amount of things we do for Him, 

He is looking at our hearts, He is searching for obedience 

and determination to do His will above our own.

I believe that when we die to self want and self need, the 

Spirit can be awakened and released in our lives and God 

are able to do things beyond what our tiny minds can even 

imagine. God’s will and plan for our lives exceeds the small 

minute wants that we have for our lives.

Release want and receive Grace, release need and receive 

Favour!

God wants to take you into your calling. He wants to bless 

you because you are His beloved child. He loved us so much 

that He send His son to release us from any bondages that 

the enemy thought he had on us, now we have the power to 

overcome the wicked schemes that the enemy had for our 

lives and walk in victory.

Romans 8:15

So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful 

slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted 

you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”  

For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s 

children.

May Abba Father walk with you and guide your footsteps 

into His divine purpose for your life! - René

I S S U E 2
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Stuck in Nostalgia? 
-Yeshua told me to stop

DE VOT I ONA L -  R I SE ON F I R E
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I am more like the Children of Israel fresh out of Egypt than 

like the apostles walking out my faith in fear and reverence. 

Although I have seen the miracles of YHWH in my life, I am 

not fully walking it out. I have seen him use my hands to 

heal, my voice to deliver the gospel.

I have experienced deliverance and the breaking of 

the enemy’s yoke over my life.  But every now and again, 

I get stuck in nostalgia. I journey back into bondage and 

romanticize over a bad relationship, sometimes I remember 

the smells of cigarettes and cheap booze. And then I hear 

that music of old, those jazzy beats in bars and cafes. I can 

almost find myself there again and I smile…

Can you recall the many times in Exodus when YHWH told 

Moses to tell Pharaoh to “Let My people go so that they may 

serve Me” – imagine that declaration and the events that 

followed for YHWH to ensure the release of His children? 

Only to have the children reminiscence over the fish, 

cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic in Numbers 

11:5. They were reminiscing about food, something that 

satisfies the flesh.  They literally turned and looked back, 

and the only thing that they could remember about SLAVERY 

was the food? It’s so easy to judge them, to want to rebuke 

them for not seeing the great work that YHWH had started 

for them, which He promised to see to completion. I was 

reminded of myself, brooding in nostalgia, and paralyzed to 

do any work for His Kingdom, because my life was good a 

year ago. I almost forget the way that the Father picked me 

out of a dark pit, breathed his Spirit into me and told me to  

follow him.

YHWH wanted me to write about nostalgia, he wanted me 

to see how it dishonored Him and rendered me useless for 

His Kingdom.

The word nostalgia stems from the Greek language and is 

loosely translated as a severe homesickness and in the early 

days of the word’s formation, it was considered a disease, 

a pain or distress, that made the person want to escape 

or return to a safe place like home. When looking at this 

definition, the word is not such a bad idea when referring 

it to YHWH and wanting to return to him, to his presence, 

to where we once belonged in his garden. Nostalgia does 

become an issue when it is experienced in reference to a 

time when we were under the hand of the enemy. Nostalgia 

is subjective and makes us forget the reasons why we 

sought the Lord in the first place and begged him to hear us. 

Nostalgia selects all the memories that satisfy our flesh or 

made life seem easy and it places those memories between 

Yeshua and us, we fail to see the promises, we lose sight of 

the cross and the manna that is freely given to us becomes 

a burden.

We usually experience nostalgia when we are going 

through a hard time, sometimes during times of 

introspection, we journey back to the past and find the 

things that made that time happy. We get stuck in it, we 

get stuck in the past, using it as a distraction to avoid the 

sanctification process – although hard, but necessary. The 

enemy uses the cucumbers and melons to distract us from 

the work that YHWH is doing. I am not saying looking back, 

and remembering a different time is wrong, I am saying that 

dwelling on it and using it as a way to compare this period 

you are in is wrong. The feelings that are created in those 

moments can often leave us sorrowful and questioning our 

walk with Christ. The danger is that we are literally comparing 

a life in bondage to one of freedom and salvation.

Father wanted me to write about nostalgia because many 

of us are experiencing it now or will experience it soon. 

Because this season is coming to an end, we are moving 

into a new season, which is marked by the Passover that 

is already here. He wants us to break off the yoke of the 

enemy, and take on the yoke of Yeshua, he wants us to stand 

at the edge of the desert and prepare ourselves for the 

journey into the wilderness (refinement and sanctification). 

He wants us to look straight ahead at Him, our cloud by 

day and column of fire by night. He is calling us to walk in 

the fullness of Yeshua, forsaking comfort and luxuries that 

renders us useless for the Kingdom. He set you free so that 

you can serve him and while we do that Yeshua is preparing 

the true home for us.

“So when the nostalgia creeps in, speak His word to the 

memories and do not lose sight of Him.” - Kat Hlongwane

Stop dwelling on past events and brooding over times gone by; I am doing something new; it’s 
springing up — can’t you see it? I am making a road in the desert, rivers in the wasteland. 
- Isaiah 43: 18-19
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Ds. Maralise praat oor die Priesterlike “Blessing” en hoe die Hebreeuse taal en alfabet ‘n groot rol 
speel in die kragtige gebed wat Jesus se naam op jou sit.

In Numeri 6:27 kry Aaron die opdrag van God om Sy Naam 

op die kinders Israel te lê, omrede Hy hulle wil seën. Vir ons 

om die seën se krag te verstaan moet ons eers bewus word 

van die taal en sy funksie soos beleef deur die Israeliete.

Elke letter in die Hebreeuse alfabet is soos ’n prentjie 

wat ’n storie vertel. Die Letter “Shin”     is deur die Israeliete 

gesien as vuur. Die vlamme wat Lig gee. Daarom dat die 

Bybel skryf dat God die Lig is.

1 Johannes1:5:  God is lig, en geen duisternis is in Hom nie.

‘n Groter konsep wat hulle verstaan was dat vuur 

onveranderbaar is. Vandaar die bevestiging deur Paulus 

in Hebreërs 12:28  “Daarom, omdat ons ‘n onwankelbare 

koninkryk ontvang, laat ons dankbaar wees want (12:29) 

God is ‘n verterende vuur. 

Deuternonium 4:24: ‘die Here jou God is ‘n verterende 

vuur – ‘n jaloerse God….(4:38) Want die Here jou God is ‘n 

barmhartige God, Hy sal jou nie verlaat en jou nie in die 

verderf stort nie. Hy sal die verbond van jou Vaders wat Hy 

hulle besweer het nie vergeet.’

Deuternonium 9:3 ‘weet dan vandag dat die Here jou God 

die een is wat voor jou oortrek soos ‘n verterende vuur. Hy 

sal hulle vernietig en hulle voor jou onderwerp.’

Die Israeliete het verstaan dat vuur alles wat ‘sleg is’ 

vernietig.

Shaddai is een van die Name van God. Dit is die Noem-

naam wat aan die funksie van vuur gesit is.  Shin se 

naamwoord is Shaddai.  In Hebreërs verwys ‘n naamwoord 

ALTYD na ‘n funksie, nie ‘n posisie nie. Die Israeliete het 

geweet die Naam Shaddai beteken letterlik “Breasted one” 

– of soos ons dit vertaal “The One that provides”

Elke letter in die Hebreeuse alfabet het ook ‘n getalwaarde. 

Die letter ‘Shin” se waarde is 300. Dit is die betekenis van 

oorwinning. Gideon het met 300 man duisende verslaan. 

Noag se Ark was 300 L. Simson het 300 jakkelse se sterte 

aan die brand gesteek en die Filistyne se wingerde vernietig. 

Die nardus olie wat oor Jesus se voete uitgestort is was 300 

sikkels werd.

Wanneer Aaoron sy hande uitgesteek het om die volk 

te seën het hy sy vingers in die vorm van die ‘shin’ klank 

gemaak. Die Israeliete het geweet die Naam wat voorsien, 

die Lig wat die duisternis vernietig en wat ALTYD getrou 

is, gee oorwinnig en hierdie Naam word op hulle gelê.  Die 

ander volke het hulle gevrees omrede hierdie Naam vir meer 

as 40 jaar Sy kinders versorg het. Volgens die Bybel was 

hulle klere nie verslete, daar was geen siekte en het hulle 

daagliks kos uit die hemel ontvang.

Vandag is die selfde Naam ook op my en jou.

Isaiah 9:6:  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 

his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 

God, (Shaddai) The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Die Naam Jesus.

Johannes 16:23:  Voorwaar, voorwaar Ek sê vir julle, alles 

wat julle die Vader sal vra in my Naam, sal Hy julle gee. 

- Ds. Maralise Janse Van Rensburg

Jesus se naamDie krag in
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Pastoor Chris Venter praat oor hoe daar vyf reuse in ons lewe kan voorkom en hoe om hulle te 
identifiseer en te verslaan in die naam van Jesus Christus.

Genesis 6:4 is die eerste plek waar die Bybel melding maak van reuse. 
Dawid het nie net vir Goliat gehad teen wie hy geveg het wat ‘n reus 
was nie. 2 Samuel 21:22. Dawid het gaan veg in die dal van Refaim. 

Die duiwel bring nog reuse in jou lewe, hy ken ons swakheid. God 
wil nie hê ons moet in die dal van Refaim bly nie. Kom ons kyk na die 
verhaal van Naomi, Rut en Orpa. Rut en Orpa was die skoondogters 
van Naomi. Naomi was die ouma van Dawid en Dawid die seun van 
Isai. Orpa het met Rafa getrou en dit was ‘n fout. Jy en ek maak reg 
of verkeerde besluite. Hierdie verkeerde besluite het ‘n effek gehad op 
hulle nageslag.

Rafa was die stamvader van hierdie vier reuse uit Gat, die Rafaïte. 2 
Samuel 21:15-22. Hy was die man wat al hierdie reuse in hierdie reus 
familie gemaak het saam met Orpa. Die reuse moes die kinders van die 
Here gaan uitwis het. Elke keer as die filistyne ‘n geveg aan die gang 
gesit het met Israel, het hulle van die reuse saamgeneem.

Een van die planne van die satan teenoor ons is om elke keer as hy 
ons aanval, ‘n reus in ons lewe saam te bring. Hy weet baie min kinders 
van die Here verslaan reuse. Dis waarom hy met baie kinders van die 
Here sukkel, want hulle word verslaan deur reuse.

Dawid moes deur die lewe verskeie reuse trotseer. Die leeu en die 

beer en toe Goliat, en nog ander vier reuse. Daar kan ook reuse wees in 
ons lewens, maar ek en jy kan ook hierdie reuse oorwin.

Volgens 1 Sameul 17:40 het Dawid vyf klippies opgetel. Hoekom? Dit 
dui op die vyf reuse wat hy sou verslaan het. Kom ons kyk na hierdie 
reuse en watter effek dit op ons lewens het:

1. Goliat
Die Bybel sê in 1 Samuel 17:51 nadat Dawid die reus verslaan het, “het 

hy na hom gehardloop”. As jy kruip kruip nader kom na jou reus word 
jy bevrees. Hardloop na jou reus in die naam van die Here. Dawid het 
gevra: “Wie is hierdie onbesnede filistyn?”, 1 Samuel 17:26. Besnydenis 
was ‘n teken van die verbond met God. Dit is ‘n eenwording met God. 
So het ons ook ‘n bloedverbond met Jesus. ‘n Groot reus in kinders van 
die Here se lewe is ongeloof. Om in die Here te glo. Dit is ook ‘n stryd 
teen finansies. Wie van u het nooit ‘n stryd oor finansies nie? 1 Johannes 
5:14.

Hoe maak jy ‘n reus dood? Jy maak hom morsdood. Kap sy kop af, 
dit is wat Dawid gedoen het, vers 51. Vernietig jou vyand in die naam 
van die Here.

2.  Jisbi-Benod
2 Samuel 21:16. In Hebreeus beteken die naam “in beheer van die 

Reuse
in jou lewe
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hoogte”. Hierdie reus het spesiaal ‘n nuwe swaard laat maak om Dawid 
daarmee te verslaan. Party reuse verslaan jy nie in ‘n oomblik nie. Dit 
neem somtyds maande of jare, maar veg tot oorwinning. Vers 16 sê dat 
die gewig van sy swaard was 300 sikkels koper. Nooit lees ons dat Goliat 
Dawid amper dood gemaak het nie. Vers 17 sê dat “Dawid het al moeg 
geword”. Hierdie reus Jisbi-Benop was helfde kleiner as Goliat. Hy het 
Dawid amper verslaan. Dis nie net groot reuse wat ons amper doodmaak 
nie, maar klein reuse ook. Klein reuse put kinders van die Here uit. Daar 
is een reusie wat kinders van die Here uitpit: Biddelooshied! Dit maak 
ons kragteloos. Word ‘n bidder. Staan vroeg op. 

Die persoon wat Dawid gehelp het se naam was Abisai. In Hebreeus 
beteken Abisai “God se hulp en genade van God”. Jisbi-Benop beteken 
in beheer van hoogte. Die reus sorg dat jy nie op die hoogte van God 
kom nie. Hy verhoed jou om hoër hoogtes in die Here te bereik deur 
gebed. Hierdie reus het ‘n nuwe swaard ontwerp om Dawid te verslaan. 
So ontwerp satan nuwe verskonings in jou lewe. Ons het ‘n Abisai nodig. 
God se hulp en Sy genade.

3. Saf
2 Samuel 21:18. Die ding wat instand gehou word of die ding wat 

bly. Dit is iets wat vir jare in ons lewens instand gehou word. Vrese in 
jou lewe vir jare. Skuldgevoelens, bitterheid, haat, seksuele sondes en 
dinge uit die verlede. Dit vreet jou en beheer jou. Net in Jesus se naam 
kan jy oorwin. Abisai - “God het gehelp”. Hoe verslaan jy reuse? Vra God 
om te help. Jy kan nie reuse deur jouself verslaan nie. As jy na God toe 
gaan, sal Hy jou krag gee om die reus te verslaan in die naam van Jesus.

4. Lagmi
1 Kronieke 20:5. Op ‘n dag het Dawid te doene gekry met Goliat se 

broer. Wat is interessant van die broers? Hulle lyk eenders. Die dag toe  
hulle op die gevegsterrein kom, wie staan daar? Lagmi.

Hoeveel kinders van die Here het Goliat verslaan in hul lewe en op 
‘n dag kom daardie ding terug in hul lewe? Die duiwel sê vir hulle: 
”Weet julle wat? Jy wen nie. Jy oorwin nie.” Onthou jy hoe Dawid vir 
Goliat doodgemaak het? Hy het sy kop afgeslaan. Op ‘n dag op die 
gevegsterrein hier sien hulle Lagmi. Hy lyk soos Goliat. 

Onthou dit is wat satan doen: Hy bring dinge terug wat ons alreeds 
oorwin het. Baie kinders van die Here sê: “Here ek wen nie.” Dit is nie 
waar nie. Dis daardie reus wat lyk soos die dinge wat ek reeds verslaan 
het. Wat interessant is, is dat die Bybel sê “en hulle het hom ontmoet in 
Gob.” Gob in Hebreeus beteken laagte. Die duiwel bring nie dinge na 
ons toe wanneer ons op ‘n hoogtepunt is nie, maar as ons in ‘n laagte 
is. Dan bring hy dinge terug uit die verlede. Efesiërs 6:17: “Ek neem die 
helm van verlossing.” Jy moet net sê: “satan ek is klaar verlos van hierdie 
probleem. Ek het alreeds oorwin in Jesus se naam.” Hy kom met leuns, 
siektes, versoekings, selfs sondes wat jy bely het, bring hy terug. Op die 
ou einde verslaan hy party kinders van die Here, want hulle identifiseer 
nie vir Lagmi nie. Daardie reus wat lyk soos die ding wat ek alreeds 
oorwin het. Vertrou die Here vir oorwinning. Weet jou Verlosser lewe.

5. Die monster - demoniese magte
In 2 Samuel 21:20 praat die Bybel van die baie lang man met ses 

vingers aan elke hand en ses tone aan elke voet. Hy was niks anders as 
‘n monster nie. Reuse wat monsters word in kinders van God se lewe is 
wreed, lank en groot. Kom ons kyk na ‘n paar dinge wat monsters word 

in kinders van God se lewens:

Seksuele Sondes - Dit begin wanneer mense vir die eerste maal na 
pronografie kyk. Kom ons kyk na die verhaal van Lot. Lot het net gekyk 
in die rigting van Sodom soos wat hy inbeweeg het, stappie vir stappie 
het hy al hoe nader gekom aan Sodom. Hy het eers tente tot by Sodom 
opgeslaan, Genesis 13:12. Later het hy in Sodom gebly. Genesis 14:12. 
Dit het begin waar ons na dinge kyk wat ons nie moet nie en later word 
dit ‘n monster wat ons nie kan vernietig nie. Versoekings wat ons nie 
kan beheer nie.

Verslawing - Hoeveel kinders van die Here is vandag nog verslaaf 
aan dinge soos pille, sigerette, rekenaar speletjies en televisie? So vang 
die duiwel mense. Die duiwel bring dinge op ons pad om ons te laat 
terug val.

Lelike Gesindhede - As jy dit toelaat gaan dit ‘n monster word in jou 
lewe.

Eie ek - Hoogmoed, waar mense dink hulle is belangriker as ander.

Dawid was ‘n jong seun toe hy Goliat verslaan het. Die hele leermag 
het nie kans gesien vir Goliat nie. Dit leer my dat kinders van die Here 
verslaan nie reuse nie. Meeste kinders van die Here laat toe dat reuse 
hulle beheer. ‘n Wonderlike ding van reuse is hy staan uit bo ander. Jy 
kan hom nie miskyk nie. Jy sal weet as daar ‘n reus in jou lewe is. Kom 
dat die Here jou vry maak.
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I think all of us are fascinated with this part of the Bible. Healing is 
something most question first when it comes to God, why didn’t that 
person get healed and so on.

We did a Bible study last year regarding healing and what different 
types of healing the Bible mentions, it was interesting to see how 
healing is not only applied to the physical but also spiritual. One thing 
that really stood out to me was the healing of the land and, how our sins 
play a big part in that.

Healing can be put into a few categories and that is how we will 
discuss this, let’s start by breaking down the different categories:

Rolls in healing – human element (faith), intercessors, words and 
thoughts

Physical healing of the body – with medicine, laying on hands, Jesus
Miracles – prophets, followers, “agents” from the devil, Jesus
Spiritual healing – land, people

Rolls in healing – Human element (faith)

Deuteronomy 32:39: “‘See now that I, I am He, and there is no god 
besides Me; It is I who put to death and I who give life. I have wounded, 
and it is I who heal, and there is no one who can deliver from [the power 
of] My hand.” We see here that the Bible mentions God doing the 

healing, sometimes it doesn’t depend on someone else praying for you 
or physically laying on hands to heal a person, it is all about the person 
that needs healing having faith in God that they will be healed. Either 
God wants to teach that person to believe and trust in Him or it’s just 
the person wanting to learn to have faith.

Psalm 103:3: “Who forgives all your sins, Who heals all your diseases;” 
God healing sickness or diseases because of our sins, when we repent of 
our sins most of the time healing comes shortly after if not immediately. 
Sickness and diseases are usually accompanied by sin, when you sin 
and don’t repent from it, you open doors to sickness, poverty and a lot 
more.

Jeremiah 30:17: “‘For I will restore health to you and I will heal your 
wounds,’ says the Lord, ‘Because they have called you an outcast, 
saying: “This is Zion; no one seeks her, and no one cares for her.”’ When 
your circumstances or environment gets healed from your enemies 
doing or attacks.

Matthew 13:58: “And He did not do many miracles there [in 
Nazareth] because of their unbelief.” Obviously, there is a lot more to 
it in this verse than just unbelief but, unbelief can cause a person not 
to get healed or to stay sick. I recently watched a testimony of a lady 
that was diagnosed with Lupus and a few other diseases, the doctors 

Sickness and diseases are usually accompanied by sin, when you sin and don’t repent from it, you open doors to sickness, 
poverty and a lot more.

Healing
Let’s talk about
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told her that she had 24-hours to live. A few hours in a man came up to 
her and asked if he could pray for her. She agreed, and he asked her if 
she believed that God can heal her which she replied and said, “I don’t 
know, wasn’t healing just for the people in the Bible?” The man then 
replied and said God’s word tells us that we are healed through the 
stripes of Jesus. She said well if the Word of God says so then I’m taking 
it. He laid his hands on her and started praying for healing. She then 
went and proclaimed every day that she is healed. The enemy made 
her pain worse the next 12 months but after that she was 100% healed. 
She said that if someone prays for healing you must stand firm on that 
promise and believe it, the enemy will try and convince you otherwise. 
If you don’t believe it, you could end up taking away or blocking your 
healing.

Mark 5:34: “Then He said to her, “Daughter, your faith [your personal 
trust and confidence in Me] has restored you to health; go in peace and 
be [permanently] healed from your suffering.”” Here is another example 
of someone having faith that they will get healed. She not only had 
faith in her healing, but she had faith in Jesus that she will get healed. 
I think most people don’t fully understand this concept, if you have 
faith in JESUS that He can heal, restore and give life then it will happen, 
Jesus won’t disappoint you. It is the same as in Luke 18:42: “Jesus said 
to him, “Regain your sight; your [personal trust and confident] faith [in 
Me] has made you well.”

Intercessors

James 5:14: “Is anyone among you sick? He must call for the elders 
(spiritual leaders) of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord;” Some people are called to be 
intercessors, and some are just called to act as an intercessor in that 
moment. In this verse we see that intercessors were called to come and 
pray for healing along with using oil. Healing came through another 
person praying.

Numbers 12:11-15: “11 Then Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, I 
plead with you, do not account this sin to us, in which we have acted 
foolishly and in which we have sinned. 12 Oh, do not let her be like 
one dead, already half decomposed when he comes from his mother’s 
womb.” 13 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “Heal her please, O 
God, I plead with You!” 14 But the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had 
but spit in her face, would she not bear her shame for seven days? Let 
her be shut up outside the camp for seven days, and afterward she 
may return.” 15 So Miriam was shut up outside the camp for seven days, 
and the people did not move on until Miriam was brought in again 
[and declared ceremonially clean from her leprosy].” Moses was an 
intercessor on behalf of the people, he was the only one that could 
stand in front of the Lord at that time. 

Words and thoughts

Proverbs 16:24: “Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 
Sweet and delightful to the soul and healing to the body.”

Proverbs 17:22: “A happy heart is good medicine and a joyful mind 
causes healing, but a broken spirit dries up the bones.” Demonic spirits 
feed off negative thoughts and words, you give them more authority by 
allowing yourself to think and later speak in a negative manner. If you 
speak life, life will come forth. 

In Numbers 12:10-15 the people got sick because of what they 
said, they spoke against Moses, but they did not know that they were 
speaking against God directly. 

Physical healing of the body

2 Kings 20:17: “Then Isaiah said, “Bring a cake of figs. And they 
brought it and placed it on the [painful] inflammation, and he 
recovered.” Healing can come through the work of medicine as well. 
There are many examples of the disciples taking medicine for their 
illnesses. I think in situations like these we must consult God and ask 
for wisdom whether we need to take medicine or not, many plants and 
herbs were made with medicinal qualities. 

 
Mark 2:10-11: “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has the 

authority and power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralyzed 
man, 11 “I say to you, get up, pick up your mat and go home.” Jesus has 
done a lot of miracles when He was still on earth, there are so many 
examples where He healed people of physical illnesses.
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Miracles performed

Prophets – 1 Kings 17:22-24: “The Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and 
the life of the child returned to him and he revived. 23 Elijah took the 
child and brought him down from the upper room into the [lower part 
of the] house and gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, “See, your 
son is alive.” 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are 
a man of God and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.” 
Elijah prayed to God to bring her son back to life and God allowed it 
and raised him from the dead. 

2 Kings 5:14: “So he went down and plunged himself into the Jordan 
seven times, just as the man of God had said; and his flesh was restored 
like that of a little child and he was clean.” He was healed through a 
prophetic word spoken by Elisha.

Followers – Acts 5:15-16: “More and more believers in the Lord, 
crowds of men and women, were constantly being added to their 
number, 15 to such an extent that they even carried their sick out into 
the streets and put them on cots and sleeping pads, so that when Peter 
came by at least his shadow might fall on one of them.” Now, this is a 
very debated passage because it sounds like the shadow of Peter had 
magic powers, but in fact it was the Glory of God that was surrounding 
Peter that healed these people. God’s presence was so strong that they 
all got healed. I think Peter had a whole lot of faith, he probably prayed 
as he passed them in the streets and the people just got healed.

Acts 28:8: “And it happened that the father of Publius was sick [in 
bed] with recurring attacks of fever and dysentery; and Paul went to 
him, and after he had prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed him.” 
Imagine the pain Publius went through, but God intervened! 

“Agents” from the devil – 2 Thessalonians 2:9: “The coming of the 
[Antichrist, the lawless] one is through the activity of Satan, [attended] 
with great power [all kinds of counterfeit miracles] and [deceptive] 
signs and false wonders [all of them lies],” There are a lot of deceiving 
spirits working in the churches, doing miracles and all sorts of signs and 
wonders. We need to be vigilant and pray for the spirit of discernment. 

Revelations 13:3: “I saw one of his heads which seemed to have 
a fatal wound, but his fatal wound was healed; and the entire 
earth followed after the beast in amazement.”

Spiritual Healing

2 Chronicles 7:13-14: “If I shut up the heavens so that no rain 
falls, or if I command locusts to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence and plague among My people, 14 and My people, who are 
called by My Name, humble themselves, and pray and seek (crave, 
require as a necessity) My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear [them] from heaven, and forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
When we sin, it not only affects us but also our environment (land). 
So, for God to restore the land and to heal we must repent and ask for  
forgiveness.

2 Chronicles 30:18-20: “For the majority of the people, many from 
Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not purified 
themselves, and yet they ate the Passover contrary to what had 
been prescribed. For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, “May 
the good Lord pardon 19 everyone who sets his heart to seek God—
the Lord God of his fathers—even though it is not in accordance 

with the [ceremonial] purification [rules] of the sanctuary.” 20 So 
the Lord listened to Hezekiah and healed the people [of their 
uncleanness].” God can heal us through His mercy, if we seek God 
with all our heart and we really seek His face we can be cleansed of all 
impurities and be made new.

Hosea 14:4: “I will heal their apostasy and faithlessness; I will love 
them freely, For My anger has turned away from Israel.” God can heal 
a lot of areas in our lives when we turn away from our sins and turn 
towards God.

1 Peter 2:24: “He personally carried our sins in His body on the cross 
[willingly offering Himself on it, as on an altar of sacrifice], so that we 
might die to sin [becoming immune from the penalty and power of 
sin] and live for righteousness; for by His wounds you [who believe] 
have been healed.” We are healed through Jesus, just as we discussed 
earlier, when you believe that Jesus can heal, and you put your trust 
in Him, you will be healed. His blood paid for it all, our sins and  
sickness.

Matthew 4:24: “So the news about Him spread throughout all Syria; 
and they brought to Him all who were sick, those suffering with various 
diseases and pains, those under the power of demons, and epileptics, 
paralytics; and He healed them.”

On that note the most important part about healing is Jesus, His 
blood covers everything and everyone. When healing doesn’t happen 
we need to ask ourselves how did we or the person get to this point? 
Was it sin, unforgiveness, idolatry, words that we spoke or just a 
negative environment? Always consult God first, God will guide you if 
you let Him. - PDM
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My name is Riaan Bekker, and this is my story. 

My parents raised me in a Christian home, where we 

would go to church occasionally, I would read my Bible but 

not really understand what I was reading. I would pray but 

it was more of a recital. I had heard about God, but I never 

knew Him. 

When I got to high school, I was overwhelmed by people 

who influenced me negatively, and that started to shape the 

person who I thought I was. Apologetic. Timid. Weak. 

In this time, I did whatever it took to be "cool" and in the 

process I lost my innocence. If only I knew how precious that 

was... 

After school I continued in the same fashion. More alcohol. 

More promiscuity. I kept trying fill the void inside me with all 

the wrong things. 

In 2014 I had my first encounter with cat and then a few times 

again after that. It was only by the grace of God that I came to my  

senses. 

Later that year I was involved in an armed robbery, and as 

I was lying on the ground, I realized how precious life is, and 

that we only have one chance. One life. Although I did not 

know God, I made promise to Him on that Friday night that 

if He would spare me, I would go to church every Sunday for 

the rest of my life. Not a hair on my head was touched that 

night. It only took me 1 day to break my promise, and that 

following Sunday I did not attend church....

A few months later my cousin started inviting me to CRC, 

but I would always find an excuse. 

But God had other plans for me. I then met a beautiful 

young lady by the name of Carla Pieterse. We started talking 

and could sense that she was different to any other girl I had 

ever met. She invited me to church which was the same CRC 

that I was invited to previously. Although I did not want to go 

to church I was willing to do anything for this girl, so I went 

to church with her.

That Sunday, the 6th of December 2015 Pastor At 

preached and the Father touched my heart. I gave my life 

back to Jesus and from there my life changed completely. 

I have been planted in the house ever since and by the 

grace of God I will be marrying the woman that led me to 

Jesus this year.

I came there with nothing and He has given me everything! 

He turned me from an orphan and made me a son! He took 

me as a slave and made me a King!

Thank you for what you have done for me Father.

If He can do it for me, He can do it for you!

CHANGED
A LIFE

Riaan’s life changed from trying to fit in and following the crowd to a night where his life was at 
risk and how God intervened. He shares his testimony on how God can change your life radically no 
matter who you are.
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I know how it feels to be able to participate in all possible activities 
during your childhood years and to excel and perform in everything 
you do.  I also know what it feels like when all these things are taken 
away from you within moments, without warning and you are left with 
only the ability to participate in minimal activities. When merely getting 
out of bed becomes a challenge…

My name is Demi Nel and I am a Lupus Warrior. 

This is my story.  

As I toddler I always had extreme red cheeks but nobody had reason 
the suspect that there was anything wrong with me.  During my primary 
school years, I constantly complained about joint- and muscle pains.  

Severe fatigue, headaches and abdominal pains occurred almost 
daily.  Doctors never found anything wrong and it was attributed to 
growing pains and strains due to participating in all possible activities.  
Therefore, I continued to take part in as many activities as I could.  

I was part of the Top 10 Academic group every year.  I started playing 
hockey when I was 6-years old, played A-squad every year and was 
selected to play Eastern Transvaal hockey. I participated in Public 
Speaking, Eisteddfod, Choir and was part of the dance and singing 
groups of our school musicals. I was also part of the cheerleading squad 
that qualified for SA Championships.

It was early in my grade 8 year that things came to a point.  I was at 
hockey practise when I lost consciousness.  The coach phoned my

R EA L LI F E
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Trust the Lord with all your heart, do not depend on 
your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do, 
and He will show you which path to take.  - Proverbs 
3:5-6 

#PearlDropmother and she arrived within minutes.  I was awake by then but I was 
not feeling well at all.  I was taken to the doctor and he diagnosed 
me with low blood pressure and exhaustion.  A couple of days later 
the same thing happened and no specific diagnosis could be made. 
It was a very confusing time for our family. My mom saw a magazine 
which caught her attention.  It said “Nine teenage diseases that your 
child could possibly suffer from”.  The article spoke about a butterfly 
rash, painful joints, abdominal pains and skin lesions.  It also indicated 
these symptoms are worsened by sun exposure.  This could possibly  
be Lupus.  

Once again, we went back to the doctor and requested a blood test. 
He requested a SLE test which came back negative. My symptoms 
however worsened to such an extent that my mom made an  
appointment with a Paediatric Cardiologist.  She confirmed that I had 
no cardiac problems but I was extremely hypertensive.  She gave me 
medication and did speciality tests for Systemic Lupus.  These results 
came back positive and she referred me to a Rheumatologist. At this 
stage I found it difficult to keep up with everyday activities due to  
fatigue, pain, weight loss and seizures.

The Rheumatologist started me on a huge amount of medication 
and referred me to a Nephrologist and Neurologist.  I had to see these 
doctors every 3 months.  The side-effects of the medication was difficult 
to cope with.  In the months to follow I had so many blood tests that 
I lost track of the amount of tubes that were taken.  The medication 
did not have the expected effect and was changed often. The seizures 
increased and my lungs, kidneys and liver took strain.  Hospital wards 
became my second home. 

 Through all of this I learned that Auto-immune diseases came in 
clusters and besides having Lupus I also have Bechet’s von Willebrands, 
Raynaud’s, Psoriatic Arthritis, Vasculitis and Sjogrens.

December 2013 I had to go for a kidney biopsy and due to the Von 
Willebrands I developed a hematoma behind my kidney.  After the 
procedure I was unable to function independently.  I needed help to 
bath, eat, dress etc.  My family had to carry me everywhere and had 
to help me with everything.  I could not attend school for almost 3 
months. This was a terrifying experience and it was extremely hard for 
me and my family. 

I continued my treatment but didn’t yield results.  My hospitalisations 
became more frequent.  Three days before my 17th birthday my doctor 
decided to start chemotherapy.  I was horrified!  I had to take chemo 
tablets – 7 at a time – once a week.  I experience the most severe 
nausea possible and most of the time could not eat for 4 days after  
treatment.  

The morning after my debutant ball I realized my hair started falling 
out.  I had bald patches all over my head.  After 4 months the chemo 
was stopped as my condition did not improve.  It was the end of my 
grade 11 year and school became my biggest challenge.

I was then given the strongest immunosuppressant – which the 
medical aid did not cover for the first six months- and my parents had 
to pay for it.

During my grade 12 year I was chronically hospitalised and landed up 
in hospital in the middle of my final exams.  I booked myself out of the 
hospital to write my exams.  Only by God’s Grace did I pass gr 12 with 2 

distinctions and gained university entry.

January 2016 I left home, bright eyed and ready to start my studies 
at NWU Potchefstroom.  Nothing however prepared me on what was 
about to happen.  Between January and September I was admitted 
to hospital 20 times.  During May 2016 I had a “Youth stroke” which 
left me temporary paralysed and weak on my left. Luckily, I recovered  
fully.

On 25 September 2016 I was once again admitted with an infection 
and dehydration.  This was the turning point.  The night of 29 September, 
after visiting hours, I changed condition. It felt as if something was 
forcing its way out of my head. I was in extreme pain and could not 
stop screaming, my blood pressure was very high. My parents were 
phoned and they arrived at the same time than the Casualty doctor.  
I was taken for a brain scan and moved to ICU. The doctor suspected 
I had a stroke but there was no evidence on the scan.  The conclusion 
was encephalitis.  

The next day was my sister’s matric farewell but my parents stayed 
with me for the biggest part of the night. The afternoon of 30 September 
my sister surprised me on her way to her matric farewell.  We were both 
in tears. It broke my heart that I could not be there to celebrate this day 
with her, as my sister and I are very close. 

After a week in ICU I was discharged and continued with my studies.  
I’ve made a decision to stop my medication – although the doctor 
strongly discouraged me to do so.  On 9 November I returned home 
from Potch to inform my parents that I’ve stopped my medication 
and that I will not be continuing my studies. I prayed for answers for a 
long time and I asked the Lord to either cure me or take me to Heaven 
because I could not carry on like that. I weighed only 43 kg at that 
stage. I continued to pray for only one day without being sick. 

I started feeling better and by the end of December I went for my 
routine blood tests and was told that I’m in remission.  For the first time 
in years I could function like a normal young adult!

By the Grace of God, I remained in remission for 9 months. I asked 
for one day, he gave me 274. In August 2017, I had setback and by 
December I was back on medication. February 2018, I started chemo 
again but stopped it after 7 treatments due to the side-effects.  I was 
given new medication and I do not experience any severe side-effects 
at the moment.

Every new day is a surprise and a challenge as I do not know what my 
body will be up to when I open my eyes. Some days are really challenging 
while others are somewhat normal. Throughout this journey the only 
constant thing in my life was God and my wonderful family. It may not 
always be easy but I know above all that I am a Princess of the Heavenly 
Kingdom and therefore I trust God’s plan for my life.

I S S U E 2
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miracle

My baby was born on the 3rd of May she is a miracle 

baby because I had 16 surgeries from 2007-2011. Five 

of them were major back operations and six of them 

life-threatening abdominal surgeries. 

 

In 2007 I was in a “good” place, you see I was studying 

full-time interior design and architecture, I had even 

taken on extra subjects. I was on the path of greatness 

doing extremely well. I had always been independent 

and driven because I grew up with parents who showed 

me what it is to work hard. I had kept running actively 

every morning, to me my life was (as I in my adolescent 

mind thought) perfect. I felt my relationship with God 

was even better as I had a very close relationship 

with him as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

However, I would get to learn how much more I was 

worth, I could lose all that made me proud of myself 

and become all that He knew I could be. 

 

In the winter of 2007 we went down to the coast for 

holiday and, I had started seeing a huge lump on my 

abdomen. The pain was so immense and out of fear 

that it might be something serious, my parents drove 

us straight home because I can’t be admitted where 

we were on holiday. When you have your own business 

like my parents you know you can’t risk being away for 

too long, as previously mentioned, their world revolved 

around it and it was all we knew. We arrived at the 

hospital at 6 pm and I was taken to the emergency 

room. Upon examination, I saw the radiologist’s eyes 

widening and he immediately phoned the surgical 

rooms (bear in mind I was 19 at this time and had never 

even thought of kids or anything like that at that stage 

of my life, I was too focussed on becoming a successful 

designer.)

 

 

Next thing I know, I am being rushed to theatre, my 

mom running behind me filling in papers and just 

before going in through the doors, they tell me; “sign 

here.” What, what was happening? This would be the 

first time I would sign a consent form putting my life in 

stranger’s hands. As I am going in, the nurse tells me 

I have a cyst that is 18 cm in diameter and according 

to the sonar, it might be cancerous. The next words 

I hear are; “you might only lose your ovary, but they 

might decide to remove more.” The last I remember 

was thinking things couldn’t get worse, there wasn’t 

enough time for me to process or decide. I wasn’t able 

to choose, just like the storm that turned violent and 

then hit your house, I had no control.

 

I woke up hearing that my cyst had burst in theatre 

and all my organs were infected. I had to have 5 more 

surgeries to correct it, each time they had to literally 

remove MY ORGANS, have you thought about the 

precision God uses when he “builds” you? Everything 

neatly sits in its place and it needs to be exact, each 

part working perfectly. But my house was hit hard I 

had lost one ovary and my appendix, my colon had 

to be removed 5 times. Your colon is about 150cm 

divided into 5 segments and it can’t come in contact 

with outside air and dry out, so doctors have limited 

time when removing it and I promise you they don’t 

put it back with the precision God does.

 

I felt hurt and confused, why would God allow this to 

Could you ever imagine going through some-

thing like Job did? A perfect life turned to dust? 

Tanya Van Zyl went through a Job-Season and 

this is her testimony.

From multiple near-death  
experiences to a
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happen to me?

 

Winter 2008 I had recovered as best as I could and was 

coping well. I had continued my studies and was doing 

well, I felt what had happened the previous year had 

made me stronger and my faith was at an all-time high. 

God had helped me through the storm it was a battle 

I felt I won...

 

On the 9th of June, I was on my way home after a great 

semester, I was in a wonderful place, had just gotten 

some of my marks back and I did exceedingly well. On 

my way back, I had sung praises to the Lord and was 

speaking to Him like I have done throughout my life 

thanking Him for all my blessings.

 

I was driving with my dad’s car that week because my 

dad was servicing my old trusty Corsa. Which in itself 

did not mean much but what was to come was a strand 

of knowledge I would need to connect things later. As I 

got to an intersection a stop that would be a stop I had 

not anticipated, at that moment a stop would come to 

everything I knew about life, love, and faith. All of that 

would be STRUCK so hard that it would all fall apart, 

everything I thought I was, would become rubble.

A guy crossed two lanes and hit me with full force 

driving a bakkie, his clock got stuck at 160km/ph so 

we presume that, that was the speed he hit me with. 

I don’t remember much of that moment except that 

uproarious sound of the crash, the car was hit so hard 

we only came to a stop 65 meters away. All the glass 

shattered and the taste of blood in my mouth and then 

darkness. Until a few minutes later when I still couldn’t 

hear anything only silence, I opened my eyes and did 

not feel anything. Out of the corner of my eye through 

a small gap waving open, under the silver blanket over 

my face, I saw my father get out of his vehicle and fell 

to his knees. 

 

Seeing my dad like that stirred something in me, I tried 

to scream to him, but nothing came out only my lips 

would move. At that moment I thought is this it, am I 

dead and immediately I asked “God why am I still here? 

Where are you?” Nothing, nothing but the silence and 

then darkness again...

 

“Zachariah 13:9” And I will put this third into the fire 

and refine them as one refines silver and test them as 

gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will 

answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they 
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will say, ’The Lord is my God.”

Why did I not get an answer when I called upon His 

name?

 

I woke up in ICU numb on my left side, even my face 

hung, my parents came in sobbing. A cracked skull, 

compression fracture in my neck, my back broken 

at 3 levels T12, L1 and L2; L1 had broken off and 

was piercing into my spinal cord, chipped knee and 

shattered glass buried into my skin all over. The house 

got completely torn apart by the storm... 

 

In building construction, you need to follow regulations 

to ensure low risk, if the foundations were inadequate 

and structures aren’t built accordingly, it is considered 

as uninhabitable and high risk. Was my foundation 

not strong? Did I not live my life following Gods  

regulations?

 

I will never forget the moment that my spirit also 

broke, I am naturally a very optimistic and competitive 

person so for me to finally give up was hard. The 

surgeon on duty said they have no guarantee that I 

would recover or be able to walk again, but they will 

have to operate on my back, I heard “we are going to 

operate, and everything will be fixed, I will walk out of 

here the same person I was.”

 

Again, I was told the surgery is very invasive eight to 

nine hours was to be expected in theatre and I need 

to sign a consent form as it is regarded as a high-

risk surgery. Nothing new had done this 6 times the 

previous year, so I signed the consent form with what 

little strength I had in my right hand without even 

thinking twice. But this time being pushed into the 

theatre, I saw a huge drill lying on the table, I grew up 

with drills and one year even got a Makita drill for my 

birthday, never did I think one would be used on my 

back like I had used them on the walls of a house. 

 

I woke up and nothing had changed, my parents being 

who they are completely trusted and prayed 3 days 

nonstop. On the third day, I started to feel a burning 

sensation in my left foot and the feeling started coming 

back! I had recovered from being paralyzed, God had 

answered their prayers and instead of being elated I 

felt defeated, even though God had once again saved 

my life and even gave me the gift of being able to feel 

again I felt numb...

 

People started saying our family is cursed and this 

really got to me, I decided to talk to the Man I had spent 

my whole life trying to please and then abandoned me 

when I needed Him the most, I called on Jesus. I had a 

bone to pick and this time I would not accept silence 

through the years struggling to pray, wandering far 

off the beaten path. I had always remembered my 

grandfather saying this is why the Holy Spirit is so 

fundamentally important, this is why Jesus died on 

the cross, to create this covenant of blood between 

us and God, it is in times like these that the Holy Spirit 

prays for you and guides you.

 

“ROMANS 8:26 – And the Holy Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. For example, we don’t know what God 

wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us 

with groanings that cannot be expressed in words” 
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MY REVIVAL

That morning after stating my case to God for most of 

the night I had a vivid dream.

 

I saw God telling my dad to please service my Corsa so 

I can drive with his BMW.

 

I saw an older guy in his 50’s he was born death and 

dump, I saw him struggling, living with his parents, 

his wife left him and took the kids. He was sad and 

disturbed and had too much to drink, the devil had 

seeped into his cracks. He got into his bakkie and 

spun off, I also saw me at the stop street singing “and 

you will find the reasons why one step at a time” (the 

song was playing when I was in my accident) “I KNOW!”

  

I saw Jesus sitting next to me smiling and singing 

along. Then I saw the guy in the bakkie snap, he did 

not care what he would hit he just did not want to 

live anymore 1,5km away from his parents’ home he 

saw the BMW and put his foot down on the gas and 

turned towards me, then I heard God say loudly “YOU 

SHALL NOT TAKE HER LIFE” I saw Jesus put He’s arms 

across my chest pushing me against the seat and God 

pushing the bakkie away from the door towards the 

left wheelbase (the strongest part of the body) I saw 

how Jesus kept me from dying and stayed with me 

holding my hand in the ambulance to the hospital, He 

showed me how the devil was angry and shut my eyes 

so I couldn’t see Him, I saw Him cry when the devil 

gave me the nightmare and I fell for it. 

I saw Him standing in theatre guiding the surgeon and 

the devil kept interfering. I hear God telling His 
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You asked.. .

Having children in your 30’s

So one of our readers asked if we could write about this subject. I am 
only 28 turning 29 and only recently had my first born. But I can give a 
bit of perspective from my point of view. 

Even though I am not in my 30’s yet I do feel that having our baby girl 
at a later age had quite a few advantages:

WISDOM
Now that I am older I look at life from a different perspective. I am 

wiser in my decision making, and especially wiser in the area of raising 
a God-fearing child. I am able to teach her from my lessons in life and 
guide her to become better then I could ever be. I am able to raise a 
leader for God’s church.

PATIENCE 
(My husband might not always agree) But patience is something 

that has come with age. I to do things in an instance and can get quite 

irritable when it doesn’t happen fast enough. God’s been seriously 
dealing with me in this area. I need patience to let my little girl be who 
God created her to be and not who I want her to become. 

LOVING BUT NOT IDOLIZE 
It is so easy to make an idol out of someone let alone the child you 

had carried for 9 months. When all you want for them is to be the best, 
to be what you never could be. But that’s not allowing them to find their 
true identity in Christ. It’s a false illusions of what they think they need 
to be in fact where actually they need to discover it for themselves. We 
only have the privilege to lay the foundation and to try and guide them. 
I had a tendency to make idols of people and I had to learn the hard 
way. But now I know I am only a vessel for my child to learn from and 
that God needs to be first in our lives.

So there is the main 3 things that I have learned in the past few 
months. May I add that this has been a personal revelation to me and 
that God knows our hearts and He is a gentleman when it comes to 
teaching us His ways.

Do you have questions you would like to know regarding the Bible or Christianity? Email your questions to  
info@pearldropmoments.co.za

TOUGH TOPI C S
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We bet you’ve seen some of his videos on Facebook, David Bergh took some time to discuss his new 
book as well as music and how you can help through crowd funding.

You mentioned on your ThundaFund page that you left your 
full-time job and went in to full-time ministry, I think a lot of 
people wonder how that process works, does God tell you 
directly or does He leave clues, how did that happen?
God communicates to each of us in a variety of unique ways. 

I experienced an overwhelming urge to move into full-time 

ministry and asked God if I could give up my job. I remember 

praying these words: “Lord, I know I’m called into full-time 

ministry and I will do what You called me to do even if it 

means that I have to sleep on the streets, I will do it. I would 

rather do what I love than work my life away without any 

purpose.” Shortly after I felt He gave me the go ahead.

What was the most difficult thing for you after you quit your 
job?
I didn’t experience any major difficulties after leaving my 

job, God sufficiently provided for me every month.

I like asking this question, because I feel it is a genuine 
concern in the Christian society today, since you’ve started 
walking this path, what is the one thing, according to you, 
that seems to be turning a lot of people away from the 
Gospel?
It seems like the majority of people tend to look to the lives 

of those who are hearers of the Word but not necessarily 

doers of the Word, instead of looking to the perfect example, 

Christ Himself and those truly living Christlike lives.

How did the writing process start and when? 

It started when I was on my very first two week retreat, 

alone on a game farm, in 2017.

What is the heart of your book? 
To inspire a generation to follow fully after Him as their First 

Love

What was the writing process like spiritually? 
While writing, I experienced a closeness with the Holy Spirit 

that sometimes brought me to tears

What have you learnt so far while writing this book? The 
book is God inspired so not only does it change your reader 
but you as a person as well?
Thus far I came to realize that there is so much more inside 

of me than I ever thought, and that God deeply desires our 

undivided devotion and affection

You are also a singer/song writer and I’m very curious to 

David
Bergh

I N T ERV I E W
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know how does the writing process look? Do you hear a 

melody in your head or the words first?
Most of the time it starts with a melody lingering within me 

and as my spirit connects with God, words just flow like a 

river through my spirit. It can happen instantaneously or 

over a period of weeks to find the song within the many 

words, ideas and melodies.

Have you written a song that brought you face to face with 
God?
I have written a song that exposed my brokenness in such a 

way that I felt the closest to God than ever before. There was 

an authentic honesty that flowed from my heart towards His.

Can you share with us a bit of your life’s testimony before 
and when you met God?
I grew up as a pastor’s son and had a very ordinary life, until 

my encounter with God in 2014. After which He changed 

everything!

Since you went in to full-time ministry do you have an 

inspiring testimony of someone in your life that came to 
Christ after you did?
Yes I do, her name is Annie. After I gave her a prophecy 

she became a Christian from being an atheist for almost 20 

years. A few weeks before this encounter she held her boss 

at gun point and her life was falling apart. God completely 

set her free from drugs alcohol and gave her a new life.

What is the main thing you want readers to take away from 
your book/album?
It is my prayer that every reader and listener will develop a 

new hunger to seek out the mysteries of His love for them 

as individuals.

Where can readers/fans go to be get the book/album?
Pre-order album and book at www.thundafund.com/

projectriseasdavid before 11 July 2018

Where can readers get in touch with you?

Visit my Facebook page David Bergh

1. If you could choose one book in the Bible to read for the rest of 

your life, which one will it be?

Psalms

2. If you could travel back to the past, which book of the Bible would 

you like to experience and why?

Moses’s experiences in Exodus, I would have loved to experience 

God’s wonders the way he saw it

3. Who in the Bible inspires you the most?

David

4. What is your favourite verse?

Galations 2:20

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 

who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

5. If there is one thing you could tell the younger you what would 

it be?

Stop wasting time on worldly things and start seeking God

6. What is your favourite topic in the Bible?

Seeking and loving God

7. Who is your favourite Christian speaker and why?

Paul David Washer, when he preaches I am always convicted and 

cut to the heart
Photos supplied by David

7 QUESTIONS
with David Bergh

I S S U E 2
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18 And [I pray] that the eyes of your heart [the very center and 
core of your being] may be enlightened [flooded with light by the 
Holy Spirit], so that you will know and cherish the hope [the divine 
guarantee, the confident expectation] to which He has called you, 
the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints (God’s people). - 
Ephesians 1:18 Amplified Bible (AMP)

As the veil was torn when Jesus died on the cross, in fulfillment 
of God’s Word, so also the vail of our destiny needs to be torn open 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. All of us were once blind to our 
destiny, lacking the ability to recognize the path He has set out for us 
to follow.

Many believers do not understand why they are going through 
trials or certain seasons, but that is just because they have not seen 
beyond the veil. They are looking straight into their circumstances 
and situations. Once they allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten the eyes 
of their hearts to see beyond the trials they will be able to understand 
His purpose and finish the race of life with patience and perseverance.

Spiritual vision is not something we receive when we first believe, 

otherwise Paul would not have written “I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened.” This is one of the reasons why prophetic 
word is so important to us, the body of Christ. It brings light to believers 
who are experiencing a season of spiritual blindness. Fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ, who are able to see in the Spirit, are given the 
opportunity to share words of encouragement, comfort and wisdom 
to edify His body. This enables us to steward the season we are in and 
remain hopeful for the future.

We need to remember that God does not only give His Spirit to a 
special group of people, but He gives to those who ask with a sincere 
hunger for Him. He truly is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him 
and wants to bless every single human being with His Spirit of truth.

13 But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you 
into all the truth [full and complete truth]. For He will not speak on 
His own initiative, but He will speak whatever He hears [from the 
Father—the message regarding the Son], and He will disclose to you 
what is to come[in the future]. - John 16:13 Amplified Bible (AMP)
- Article by David Bergh

DestinyTHE VEIL OF

TOUGH TOPI C S
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and your testimony could be featured in our
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Ek wil graag ook ‘n Bybel versie met jou te deel: 
1 JOHANNES 4:18 
“Volmaakte liefde het nie plek vir vrees nie; volmaakte liefde dryf die 

vrees uit omdat vrees nog met straf behep is, en wie aanhou vrees, het 
nog nie die volmaakte liefde bemeester nie.” 

Ons as gesin kon nie hierdeur gaan sonder volmaakte liefde nie, 
Volmaakte liefde van ons Vader af, Volmaakte liefde van ons familie 
en vriende af, volmaakte liefde vir mekaar en volmaakte liefde vir ons 
seuntjie. 

Die Here het ons die nodige krag gegee om vrees uit te dryf en ons 
laat besef die kindjie, ons kind Stefan is nie ‘n straf nie,maar n volmaakte 
kindjie op sy eie. Daar is ‘n groter prentjie en groter doel vir ons met 
Stefan. Ons mag nie vra hoekom nie, want God het ‘n beter en groter 
plan vir ons! Ons gaan nie aanhou vrees nie, want hy ons Vader is altyd 
daar vir ons en sal ons altyd beskerm. Ons Vader sou nie iets op ons pad 
gestuur het as ons dit nie kon hanteer nie. Moenie ons jammer kry nie, 
want ons het vomaakte liefde bemeester. 

Stefan leer dingetjies heelwat stadiger aan as enige ander kind, en dit 
beteken net dat ons meer aandag aan hom moet toewy, maar vir hom 
doen ons enige iets. 

Hierdie fondsinsameling was om mense bewus te maak dat daar wel 
sulke gevalle en ander gevalle is, maar ons as mense moet ons harte aan 
die Here gee en hy sal voorsien in alle omstandighede. Wees dankbaar 
vir elke klein dingetjie al voel dit hoe klein. Die Here het vir ons as ‘n 
gesin nog ‘n kans gegee, ‘n kans om ons seuntjie met soveel liefde te 
kan groot maak,‘n kans gegee om ons harte vir hom trug te gee, ‘n kans 
gegee om te lewe volgens sy wil en ‘n kans gegee om ons storie aan 
almal te vertel en moontlik te kan help en daarvoor is ons, ons Vader 
ewig dankbaar.  

 
-Hoeveel mense was by die fonsinsameling? Daar was ongeveer 70 

mense wat die fondsinsameling bygewoon het. 

-Hoeveel geld is ingesamel? Ons het ‘n bedrag van R 11 300,00 
ingesamel.  

-Wat het julle alles by die fondsinsameling gedoen? Tydens die 
fondsinsameling het Victory 5 ‘n dinamiese Christelikke sang groep 

vir ons kom sing. Daar was ook ‘n veiling. Alles wat opgeveil was, was 
goedere wat ons as donasie ontvang het. Ek het ook my seuntjie se 
storie vir die mense vertel en Dokter Engela Honey ‘n Pediater van 
Pretoria met ‘n spesiale belangstelling in kinders met genetiese 
defekte het ook met die mense kom gesels en kortliks vertel van die  
sindroom.  

-Waarvoor presies sal die geld gebruik word?  Ons gaan ‘n gedeelte 
skenk vir ‘n seuntjie met dieselfde sindroom. Dan gaan ons vir Stefan ‘n 
ordentlikke Stroller koop wat sy gewig kan dra vir teminste nog 3 jaar 
aangesien hy nog nie kan loop nie. Hy is tans te groot vir sy huidige 
stroller.  Ons is in volle hoop en vertroue van die Here af dat hy eendag 
sal kan loop. Met al die arbeidsterapie,  fisio terapie en spraak terapie 
wat hy weekliks ontvang weet ons hy sal vordering maak.  Stefan leer 
dingetjies heelwat stadiger aan as enige ander kind, en dit beteken net 
dat ons meer aandag aan hom moet toewy, maar vir hom doen ons 
enige iets. 

  
-Hoe voel jy en jou man oor al die ondersteuning wat julle 

ontvang? Ons as ouers kan nie genoeg dankie se aan een en elkeen 
wat ons ondersteun met alles nie. Die boodskappe, eposse, facebook 
boodskappe, oproepe, elke donasie wat ons ontvang maak nie saak 
of dit klein of groot is nie, elke kuier, elke oor wat luister as ons moet 
praat en elke drukkie waneer ons dit dalk nodig het. Ons het so groot 
ondersteuningsnetwerk van ons familie en vriende af en daarvoor kan 
ons ewig dankbaar wees. Elke persoon wat al enigsins ‹n deel gehad het 
maak nie saak hoe klein of groot nie. Ons kan nie genoeg dankie se vir 
almal van julle nie.  

-Watse behoeftes het julle gesin nog ivm mediese onkostes of 
versorging ens.? Daar sal altyd mediese onkostes wees as gevolg van 
die terapie sessies wat Stefan moet bywoon. Die mediese fonds betaal 
net vir n sekere aantal sessies vir n jaar daarna word dit uit die savings 
betaal wat gewoonlik teen Mei maand van elke jaar al uitgeput is.  

-Hoe gaan dit nou met julle pragtige seuntjie? Met Stefan 
gaan dit tans uitstekend, sy gesondheid is goed en hy eet nou mooi 
na omtrent 2 jaar van sukkel om hom te laat eet. Hy leer nuwe 
dingetjies nou vinniger aan, maar is nie op n 2 jaar en 4 maande oue 
kind se standaard nie. Maar ons as ouers is so geseend met hom. 

- Lynette Du Toit 

Praise
Report

Lynette, Stefan se ma deel met ons 
hoe die fondsinsameling gegaan 
het vir Stefan.

R EA L LI F E
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If you would like to help, support or donate 
to this family please email us at

moniquevr@pearldropmoments.co.za 

StefanHELP BABY
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How did you decide on the name of your band?
There is a beautiful vs in Ps119:59-60 “I thought about the wrong 
DIRECTION in which I was headed, and turned around and came 
running back to you” 

As a Band leadership we loved that verse and being a bit of an aviation 
community church close to the airport and several pilots on team, the 
word DIRECTION just seemed a good fit

How do you prepare before a performance as a band? (prayer etc.)
We practice for two hours on a Monday evening and then for 30min 
before services on a Sunday. Before stepping onto stage, we do pray 
as a team - we call this the “meeting” before “the meeting” which is an 
important value for us.

What has been your biggest challenge as a Christian band? 
I wouldn’t say this is a HUGE challenge but as a band for a family 
church we always want to play music that appeals to the young but 
never leaves the older folks behind - not always an easy balance but it’s 
something we strive to do.

This album is a very emotional one (for me at least) Was that the aim 
of the album? To connect with God on a more emotional/spiritual 
level?
Our aim for the album has always been to bless our church members - 
to help them worship God in the car, in the office or in the home.

What was the writing process like for this album?
We have a few members on Band that have a real gifting for writing. 
Sometimes they wrote a song alone and sometimes got together and 
wrote as a team.

Did you as a band grow more spiritually with this album?
I trust we did / I think we definitely grew closer together as a team, 
which is natural when people undertake a project together and unity is 
a key value we pursue because God commands a blessing where there 
is unity.

My favourite song on the album is Without You, it makes me feel like 
everything that is a mountain in my life is small compared to what 

Direction Band
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God can do and has done in my life. Do you have a testimony that 
stood out to you after you’ve released this album?
Sorry - not that I know of / glad you like the song (think we all have our 
favorites

Is there a song on this album that instantly brings you into the 
presence of God?
I think there isn’t a particular song that does that- Connecting with 
God is always a heart condition, whether you are serving soup for 
someone on the street; singing behind a guitar or listening to a cd in  
the car.

Just a question that I’ve always wanted to know, is there any thought 
that goes into the types of instruments that you use? Does the Holy 
Spirit lead you when choosing the instruments?
That’s a tough question, I believe God gives people talents - and one 

of those talents over and above music playing, and writing is the 
ability to arrange music creatively. A number of band members really 
have a gifting in deciding what instrument to use when and I believe 
God takes huge delight in seeing them flourish in that freedom and  
creativity.

How do you decide on the rhythm of the music? Do you hear it 
before putting words to it or does it just come to you as you write  
the lyrics? 
Depends on the writer: some do music first then lyrics and others vice 
versa.

How fans can get in touch with you and gain access to your music?
Our album is available on iTunes (Direction -God of Wonders or see 
info on the Maranatha Community church website) CD’s are available 
at Maranatha book shop
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I N T ERV I E W

Claire (vocal) 
What is your favourite topic in the Bible? 
A hard one to nail down to just one thing, I think I’ll have to say my 
favourite topic is God’s grace and goodness during times of trouble. 
How he always came through.

Being a preschool teacher means that I read lots of bible stories to 5 
and 6 year olds and have to explain them in simple childlike terms.. 
 
The children are always amazed at how bad things were and how 
wonderfully they turned out because God/Jesus came through for 
them.
 
A particular personal favourite is the story of Ruth. What appeals to 
me most is her faithfulness and how God honoured her for that. I try to 
make sure I do the same, even though I fail and get it wrong so often, I 
want to be faithful and true to Him. He has never let me down yet, and 
I KNOW He never will.

Karen (worship leader) 
If you could tell the younger you anything what would it be?
I would tell myself to trust in God›s timing. There have been many times 
in my life when it’s maybe frustrated me that certain things haven›t 
happened as quickly as I wanted them to, but looking back from the 
other side, I see that God’s timing was perfect all along. I could have 
saved myself unnecessary stress by just trusting Him and His plan for 
my life.

Mel (worship leader) 
If you could travel back to the past, which book of the Bible would 
you like to experience and why?
For me it would be the book of Acts. I think it just resonates with my 
evangelistic heart. The excitement of the very first baptism in the Holy 
Spirit and the natural call to move, preach and do signs and wonders 
for the glory of God, is all too gripping for me. They bore witness to 
the life, death and resurrection of the Messiah to non believers amidst 
persecution and welcomed them into the body of Christ. Centuries 

have passed yet the spontaneous outward manifestation of being born 
again and baptized in the Spirit has not changed. It still sets the new 
believer on fire and charges each one with the call to MOVE and tell the 
world that Jesus lives!

Rick (worship leaders and guitarist)
Who in the bible inspires you the most ? 
Well apart obviously from Jesus,  David probably inspires me the 
most. I think the fact that he worshiped no matter what situation 
he found himself in, is something we could all learn from. In this 
fickle world we often forget about God in the good times or turn 
away from God if we feel (unjustifiably) let down by Him in the 
bad. However whether times were good or bad he wrote Psalms 
to God. God was first place and he worshiped Him no matter what.  
 
Another thing is he never shrunk away or tried to justify himself when 
he sinned. He claimed full responsibility, made absolutely no excuses 
and accepted the consequence of his actions and repented. Once again 
something rarely found in mankind. The last thing I would say is that he 
is an encouragement to all of us as he was chosen by God not because 
of any natural ability but seemingly completely on the fact that his 
heart was sold out to his redeemer. When the prophet Samuel came 
to anoint one of Jesses sons to be king Jesse didn’t even bother calling 
David. His own father thought that little of him because possibly by 
earthly standards he was nothing of consequence but as the Ray Boltz 
song goes; “Well it wasn’t the oldest, It wasn’t the strongest, Chosen 
on that day. And yet the giant fell, And nations trembled, When they 
stood in his way.”

So our spiritual success ultimately is not about our ability, strength, 
looks or talents but will be determined by how much of our heart God 
has. I pray that like David our hearts will grow closer and closer to Him 
so that one day men will also say of us (as of David) that we are men and 
women of Gods own heart.
 
So David is a great hope and inspiration for someone of limited ability 
like myself.

4 QUESTIONS
with Direction Band
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ADVERTORIAL Share your Miracle
Do you have a miracle 

to share?

Email us at submissions@pearldropmoments.co.za
and your testimony could be featured in our magazine!

PLEASE NOTE: The email subject should be MIRACLE
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Every time you wash your hair, massage 
your scalp for 1 minute. It stimulates the 
follicles and promotes hair growth.

For greasy fine hair, only use conditioner 
from the midlength to the ends as your 
roots already have enough oils and don’t 
need any extra.

For thick/course/dry hair put a hair mask 
on before bed and sleep with it once a 
week, for softer and shinier hair.

We absolutely LOVE Timola! Not only are their 
products 100% organic, they are also healthy and 
versatile. We put their Baobab  Oil to the test and was 
amazed with the end results. I have very long hair and 
my ends tend to dry out quick, so I used the Baobab 
oil on my hair as a mask, the night before I washed my 
hair. After just the first try my ends looked and felt A 
LOT better! Really looking forward to seeing my hair 
transform in this journey with the Baobab Oil. They 
have a wide range of oils that you can view on their 
website www.timola.co.za

Here are a few hair tips/facts that Anneline Ehlers 

from Timola gave us regarding the Baobab oil:
- Baobab Oil is very rich in Omega 3;6 & 9. Omegas   
  is EFA ( Essential Fatty Acids)
- If you struggle with dry dull hair apply 1-2 drops  
 of the oil once to twice a week either in your  
  conditioner or hair mask.
- You can also use 1-2 drops daily on the ends of  
  your hair before styling.
- Baobab Oil is also rich in Vitamin E which helps  
  protect your hair against split ends.
- If you struggle with dry scalp you can massage the  
  oil into your scalp and wash off.
- Baobab Oil also helps for puffy eyes and dry lips. 

Beauty Tips 101
We decided to add a beauty section to cover all aspects of being a Christian woman today, teaching and learning each 

other how to be a true bride of Christ, not just in our way of doing but also our outer self.

BEAU T Y -  T I P S |  R E V I E WS
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F I NA L T H OUGH T S

God's provision within your calling
Mary was called to be the mother of Jesus, just before Jesus was born they had to 

leave to go back to their hometown for the first census. It costs money to travel and 

they have a baby on the way. You know what God did?

He sent three wise men with gifts to Mary and Joseph, gold, incense and myrrh. To 

me that sound like gifts of quality, in other words more than enough. When God calls 

you for something He will provide you with what you need to fulfil your calling.

God gave David the training and courage he needed to become king. He equipped 

him with everything he would need to become king.

Esther was provided with favour in the eyes of the king as well  

as everyone around her.

Daniel had divine insight into the king’s dreams when no one else did.  

God excels him above the rest.

God gave the disciples each other to help keep them encouraged  

and focused on their calling.

When God calls you, He will make sure you are equipped to handle your calling.  

There will be more than enough provision.

- Monique
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Email your submission to submissions@pearldropmoments.co.za

There is no word limit, you can submit any length. If your article is selected,  

we will contact you. When submitting your article please ensure that the email  

subject starts with SUBMISSION.

We are looking for articles and devotionals on Christian living. There is no limit  

on how many articles you may submit. Please be patient when submitting your  

article, as we go through each one.

By submitting your article, you are giving us permission to use it in our magazine  

and/or blog. Please include your name as you would like it to appear in the article. 

Do you have a testimony to share?

Email us at submissions@pearldropmoments.co.za and your  

testimony could be featured in our magazine!

PLEASE NOTE: The email subject should be TESTIMONY

WA N T  T O  W R I T E  F OR  US ?

S H A R E  YO U R  T E S T I M ON Y
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We have a Podcast channel on Anchor, iTunes, Google 

Podcast, Spotify, Breaker, Castbox, Overcast, PocketCasts 

and RadioPublic.

@PearlDropMoments | @PDMoments

to our podcast

Listen


